
 

Influence of climate change on the incidence and impact of arenavirus
diseases: A speculative assessment

   
   

   
Abstract:

The current worldwide incidence of viral haemorrhagic fevers caused by arenaviruses is briefly reviewed.
The recently published Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has
described the changes in global climate that are expected to occur over the course of the present century
and beyond. Climate modelling and forecasting have not yet reached the stage where confident predictions
of regional changes at the level of a virus endemic area can be made. However, in the regions where
pathogenic arenaviruses now circulate, significant effects are likely to include increases in surface
temperature, changes in the extent and distribution of rainfall, the occurrence of extreme weather events,
glacier retreat, and coastal flooding as a result of sea level rise. The possible impact of these changes on
the geographical location and the incidence of arenavirus diseases and its human impact are discussed.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1469-0691.2009.02847.x   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Extreme Weather Event, Precipitation, Sea Level Rise, Temperature

Extreme Weather Event: Flooding

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Infectious Disease
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 Infectious Disease

Infectious Disease: Zoonotic Disease

Zoonotic Disease: Other Zoonotic Disease

Zoonotic Disease (other): Arenaviruses

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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